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February 27, 2007

The Honorable Stephanie Tubbs Jones, Chairwoman
Committee on Standards of Official Conduct

HT-2, The Capitol

Washington, DC 20515

Cc: Ranking Member Doc Hastings

Dear Chairwoman Tubbs Jones:

On behalf of the American Society of Association Executives and the association community, thank you and the committee for the Feb. 6 advisory memorandum on gift rule changes for the 110th Congress, necessitated by the adoption of new House Rules on Jan. 4-5, 2007.

The committee’s guidance will be helpful in reading the gift rule and adhering to the intent as well as the letter of the House Rules. However, in reviewing the memo, there appears to be a need for further clarification on the exception for charitable events (House Rule XXV, clause 5(a), subparagraph 4). 
The revised rule states that House Members and staff may no longer accept free attendance at charitable events sponsored by entities that retain or employ lobbyists. The example given of a prohibited event under the new rules is a trade association’s annual charity golf tournament. But it is unclear from reading this rule whether Members of Congress or staff could be invited to attend a charity gala, for example, which would satisfy all the requirements set forth by the committee for a “widely-attended” event. 
Does the “charity events” provision mean that House Members and staff could not accept free attendance at a widely-attended gala sponsored by the American Red Cross, for example – a charitable organization that employs registered lobbyists? The provisions in the new rules regarding charity events could be interpreted to throw such an invitation into doubt. If a charity gala would be prohibited activity, ASAE and many in the philanthropic community are unclear as to Congress’ motives for singling out charity events as prohibited under the new rules.
Given the large number of charitable organizations that employ or retain lobbyists, and the lingering uncertainty regarding the intent and interpretation of the provision dealing with charity events, ASAE respectfully requests clarification in this area from the committee. 
Thank you in advance for considering this request. If you have additional questions or need for follow-up, please contact Jim Clarke, CAE, ASAE’s senior vice president for public policy, at 202-626-2865 or jclarke@asaenet.org. 

Sincerely,
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John H. Graham IV, CAE

President and CEO
